State of Mississippi 


Office of the (governor 



EXECUTIVE ORDER 1438 


WHEREAS, ensuring a high quality of life for Mississippians 
utmost importance; and 


in all areas of the 


state is of the 


WHEREAS, in Mississippi, 66 of 82 counties 
of the state’s population; and 


are considered to be rural, comprising roughly 54% 


%£££ mrai hospi,ais act as a vitai hea,,h ° are «> 


h “P" als also 6“ a number of challenges, including declining inpatient 
volumes, reduced retmbursement rates, and burdensome regulatory requirements; and 

SS: inde P end “« fiaancial projections, many rural hospitals in Mississipp, are 

11 ls "pessary to develop financially viable and sustainable approaches that improve 
rural health strengthen rural health care, and promote the success of rural hosphals whde 
containing the total cost of care; and ^ 

WHEREAS, these transformation efforts will require input from and collaboration among 
consu^rs 6 " 8 ’ pr ° VlderS ’ government and private health care payers, and health care 

N OW, THER E FOR E, I, Phil Bryant, Governor of the State of Mississippi, pursuant to the 
authority vested m me under the Constitution and laws of the State of Mississippi, do hereby create 
the Mississippi Rural Health Care Task Force. y 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Mississippi Rural Health Care Task Force shall be 

DimctTonhfM 8 ^ Hea n h ° ff,Cer , of the Mlssissi PPi Department of Health, the Executive 
uZT* J e ^ S1SS T P1 1S1 ° n 0fMedicaid ’ the Director of the Mississippi Department of 
Mental h 1°!“ ° f Rural Health > the Executive Director of the Mississippi Department of 
PresidenuGEO of th^ ^. xecudve . director of the Mississippi Rural Health Association, the 

A CEO c // h MlSS1SSiPP1 HoSpital Associati on, the CEO of the Community Health Center 

Association of Mississippi, senior leadership of certain rural hospitals and rural health care 

voluntarilv?n an U ad ^ memberS * e Governor deems necessary. The members shall serve 
voluntarily in an advisory capacity. The Governor shall designate a Chairman. 

RE TT FURTHER ORDERED that the Mississippi Rural Health Care Task Force shall meet 

develona cn at V he Cha ™ 11 to stud y the stat e of rural health care in Mississippi and 
r tl P , C ° t mprehenS1Ve rep ° rt ° f thG fmanciaI outlook o f 'the state’s rural hospitals, including 
recommendations to prevent and mitigate threats of closure of these rural hospitals; an evaluation 

of reimbursement rates to each rural hospital for both inpatient and outpatient services and 

witwTt^^f^ 0n n 1SCa y , reSp ° nSlble aItemative Payment models; and strategies for working 

rnral J ! H ^makers for the puipose of improving the financial state of Mississippi’! 
rural hospitals in order to ensure their continued viability. 




3°o! 20?r m0r a Writttn fte d™s of te ^xecutiOrderby Septernber 



IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State to be 
affixed. 


DONE in the City of Jackson, this the twenty-sixth 
day of April in the year of our Lord, two thousand 
and nineteen, and of the independence of the United 



GOVERNOR 


BY THE GOVERNOR: 

C. DELBERT HOSEMANN, JR. ' 
SECRETARY OF STATE 


